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V.S.I. 20th anniversary: At its fall 1999 meeting in Indianapolis, 
Indiana the Vincentian Studies Institute celebrated its 20th anniver-
sary. A short history of the Institute will appear in a future issue of the 
Vincentian Heritage. 
At our fall 2000 meeting the Institute welcomed its first at-large 
member from outside of the ten provinces of the Daughters of Charity 
and Congregation of the Mission in the United States. We are happy 
to welcome Sister Regina Bechtle, S.C., of the Sisters of Charity of New 
York. Sister Regina is the Executive Director for the Center for Spiri-
tuality and Work at the College of Mount Saint Vincent in New York. 
She also serves as a co-editor of the Seton Writings project. 
The Governing Body of the Vincentian Studies Institute recently 
confirmed the reappointments of Reverend Stafford Poole, C.M., and 
John Rybolt, C.M., as members of the Institute. Both Fathers Rybolt 
and Poole are founding members of the Institute. 
Sister Ellen Van Zandt, D.C., was appointed as the member rep-
resenting the West Province of the Daughters of Charity. 
Sister Betty Ann McNeil, D.C., a member of the Institute from the 
Southeast province of the Daughters of Charity was recently appointed 
archivist for the archives at Saint Joseph's Provincial House, 
Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
The Daughters of Charity of the United States recently celebrated 
the 150th anniversary of the union of the Sisters of Charity of Saint 
Joseph's of Emmitsburg, Maryland with the Daughters of Charity of 
Saint Vincent de Paul of Paris. The celebration took place on March 22-
25, 2000, at Saint Joseph's provincial house in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
The year 2000 marks the 25th anniversary of the creation of the 
New England, Southern and Western provinces of the Congregation 
of the Mission in the United States. Special commemorations were 
held in each of these provinces. The Southern and Wes tern provinces 
had previously been vice provinces of the Western Province, head-
quartered in St. Louis, Missouri. The New England province had been 
a vice province dependent on the province of Poland. 
The Vincentian Translation project under the leadership of Sister 
Marie Poole, D.C., has recently published Volume 8 of the English 
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Translation of Pierre Coste's Vincent de Paul: Correspondence, Confer-
ences, Documents. The publication of this volume marks the comple-
tion of the translation of Saint Vincent's correspondence . The next 
volume issued by the project will focus upon documents, which is 
Volume 13 of the French Edition. Additional selected documents un-
covered since Coste's work will be included. After the completion of 
the documents volume the project will begin work on the translation 
of Vincent's conferences found in volumes 9, 10, 11, and 12 of Coste. 
Each of the volumes, which have been sent to 24 countries worldwide 
to date, are individually available. A promotion of the complete set of 
the correspondence (vols. 1-8) is being offered at the special price of 
$198.80 + $16.00 postage (domestic) $22.00 postage (foreign). For more 
information, please contact the Vincentian Translation Project, 333 
South Seton Ave., Emmitsburg, MD 21727-9297. 
WEB SITE 
The Vincentian Studies Insitute has introduced its website. The 
address is www.depaul.edu/~vstudies . The site includes a wide vari-
ety of Vincentian Heritage resources: including a complete article 
index for the Vincentian Heritage journal, detailed bibliographies of 
material published worldwide on Vincent and Louise, information on 
the V.S.I., our publications (including a printable Heritage subscription 
form), our symposia and spiritual direction programs, and an in-
depth e-commerce site for the Vincentian Heritage Bookstore offering 
quality books, cards, and artwork for sale. The Institute is grateful to 
Reverend Atilano Fajardo, C.M., of the Philippine Province for his 
work on our e-commerce site . 
PUBLICATIONS 
BOOKS 
Elizabeth Bayley Seton - Collected Writings: 1793-1820 (Hyde Park, 
N.Y.: New City Press, 2000). To eventually be published as a three-
volume collection, co-edited by Regina Bechtle, S.C., and Judith Metz, 
S.C., with manuscript editing by Ellin Kelly, Volume I: Correspondence 
and Journals, 1793-1808, has just become available. The collection will 
be groundbreaking, offering complete access to the extensive writ-
ings, some never before published, of America's first native-born 
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saint. This new resource should appeal to those with an interest in 
American Catholic studies, the history of women and women's reli-
gious experience, and the history and spirituality of religious life in 
general. For more information on obtaining Volume I, or advance 
ordering the entire set, please contact: Regina Bechtle, S.C., College of 
Mount Saint Vincent, 6301 Riverdale Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10471. 
Saint Vincent de Paul (Rockford, IL: Tan Books, 1998), 105 pp. 
Originally published in 1919 under the title Life of St. Vincent de Paul, 
and as a part of the Standard-bearers of the Faith: A Series of Lives of the 
Saints for Young and Old. Authored by F.A. Forbes, this pocket-sized 
book provides a readable history of the Saint, written as it is in an 
easily digestible and direct manner. Forbes focuses his work primarily 
upon the charitable efforts of Vincent, from the galleys, to Paris, to his 
work with Saint Louise. Brief, and enjoyable, Forbes' Saint Vincent de 
Paul is a welcome reprint, and a fine piece of historical fiction suitable 
for readers who might be new to the story of the great Saint. 
Lady of Charity, Sister of Faith: Margaret Aylward, 1810-1889 (Port-
land, OR: Four Courts Press, 1999), 192 pp. Jacinta Prunty, lecturer in 
history at the National University of Ireland, and a Holy Faith sister, 
presents a definitive study of the life of Margaret Aylward. Immacu-
lately researched and documented, and replete with period illustra-
tions, Prunty's work examines every detail of this late 19th century 
hero. Aylward, a wealthy resident of Waterford, Ireland, became 
known for her work with the poor in Dublin, and directed the first 
Dublin branch of the Ladies of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul. 
Tireless in her devotion, Aylward forged great accomplishment amidst 
the slums and desperate poverty: caring for the sick, schools for the 
poor, pioneering a system of care for destitute children, overcoming 
six months in prison as a result of clashes with English evangelicals, 
and ultimately founding the Sisters of the Holy Faith. A scholarly text 
well worth reading for all of those with an interest in women's history, 
works of charity, and the Vincentian history of Ireland. 
To Bind Up the Wounds: Catholic Sister Nurses in the U.S. Civil War 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1999), 178 pp. A story 
previously untold in history texts, Sister Mary Denis Maher, chair of 
the English department at Ursuline College, Ohio, and member of the 
Sisters of Charity of Saint Augustine, offers this well researched ex-
amination of the contributions made by more than six hundred Catho-
lic nuns in caring for the Confederate and Union sick and wounded. 
Of particular interest to the Vincentian community due to the large 
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numbers of Daughters of Charity and Sisters of Charity who served so 
ably. Maher uses personal papers of individual sisters, archival mate-
rial from the orders which provided nurses, and medical and military 
records, to fill out the details. Ultimately, one is left with the feeling 
that not only did the sisters aid the wounded and needy, but that their 
greatest contribution may have come in advancing the profession of 
nursing and the overall acceptance of Catholics in America as well. 
Saint Vincent de Paul: Windows on His Vision (Chicago: DePaul 
University, 1999), 170 pp. By the Reverend Jack Melito, C.M., Windows 
on His Vision compiles a series of informal essays about Vincent de 
Paul, his life and spirituality, written over a nine year time span and 
originally published individually as Vincent's Corner in Midwest, the 
Vincentian Provincial Newsletter. Grouped in thematic order, cover-
ing every aspect of the saint, from the qualities and achievements that 
define the man, to the relationships he forged, to the virtues he prac-
ticed and preached, all of the essays are rooted in Vincent's words and 
in his life. A fine book to pick up and read for enlightenment, for a 
deeper spiritual understanding of the saint and quite possibly your-
self. 
Life of Louise de Marillac: Mademoiselle Le Gras. Handwritten Trans-
lation from French by Elizabeth Bayley Seton (Emmitsburg, MD: Daugh-
ters of Charity, 2000), 26 pp. Published as part of the celebration of the 
150th Anniversary of the union of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Joseph's, 
Emmitsburg, Maryland with the Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent 
de Paul, Paris, France, this booklet provides the reader with an exact 
duplicate of the selective handwritten translation of Nicolas Gobillon' s 
work penned by Elizabeth Seton (with text at the bottom of each page) 
in 1818. As Sister Betty Ann McNeil alludes in her introduction, the 
choices made by Elizabeth in her translation are interesting not only 
in their content, but also as a reflection of her life to that point, and the 
future yet to come. Available directly from the Archives, Attn: Sr. 
Betty Ann McNeil, D.C., St. Joseph's Provincial House, 333 South 
Seton Ave., Emmitsburg, MD, 21727. 
Jacque DePauw, Spiritualite et Pauvrete a Paris au XVII Siecle, (Paris: 
La Boutique de l'Histoire editions, 1999), 359 pp. (In French) In Chris-
tianity, if poverty is considered to be a social reality it is also consid-
ered to be a spiritual reality. The seventeenth-century witnessed the 
apogee of the Catholic Reformation in France, particularly in Paris. 
This era also saw the movement to institutionalize, control and punish 
the poor. This work seeks to understand this paradox. 
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DePauw examines a wide range of sources: spiritual works, insti-
tutional archives, devotional and liturgical practices. He examines the 
various forms of contemporary charitable assistance in Paris and spiri-
tualities both active and contemplative. He traces the evolution of the 
Christian understanding of poverty in light of the concrete realities of 
poverty. The particular role of Vincent de Paul is highlighted in a 
chapter entitled: "Vincent de Paul ou la revolution de la charite." 
JOURNALS 
Colloque: The Journal of the Irish Province of the Congregation of 
the Mission. 
The spring 1999 issue of Colloque featured the second part of an 
article by Eugene Curran, C.M., on Margaret Aylward and the Sisters of 
the Holy Faith. Margaret Aylward was a Lady of Charity and co-
founder of the Sisters of the Holy Faith. Thomas Davitt, C.M., contrib-
uted an article on Edward Ferris, C.M. (1738-1809). Ferris, who was an 
Irishman, served as an assistant general of the Congregation in Paris. 
At the outbreak of the French Revolution, and the dissolution of the 
Congregation there, he returned to his native Ireland. Hugh O'Donnell, 
C.M., the former visitor of the Chinese province offered a Reflection of 
the Vincentian Mission in China (1699-1999). Myles Rearden, C.M., 
offered a commentary on the union of the Irish Vincentians with the 
Congregation of the Mission in 1840. It is entitled: All a mistake? The 
autumn 1999 issue includes the third part of Eugene Curran's article 
on Margaret Aylward. 
Vincentiana: This magazine of the Congregation of the Mission is 
published every two months by the General Curia in Rome. 
The 1997 January-February issue, Volume 41, Number 1, included 
an article by Sister Betty Ann McNeil, D.C., of the Vincentian Studies 
Institute entitled: Genealogical Development of the Vincentian Family. 
This article is based on her groundbreaking study The Vincentian 
Family Tree, published by the Institute in 1997, and available from: 
DePaul University Bookstore, Vincentian Heritage Department, 2419 
N. Sheffield Ave., Chicago, IL, 60614. 
The 1997 March-April issue, Volume 41, Number 2, included 
several articles of interest including: The formation of our Confreres in the 
thought of St. Vincent. Elements of a Spirituality by Luigi Nuovo, C.M. 
The superior general Robert Maloney, C.M., offered a reflection On the 
Vincentian Family summarizing Sister Betty Ann McNeil's Vincentian 
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Family research. John-Pierre Renouard, C.M., offered an appreciation 
of Fr. Andre Dodin's contribution to Vincentian Studies. 
The 1997 May-June issue, Volume 41, Number 3, contains the 
following articles of interest: Amin A. de Tarrazi, Frederic Ozanam, a 
lay saint for our times. Ronald Ramson, C.M., Frederic Ozanam: His Piety 
and Devotion. Robert D' Amico, C.M., The History of the Cause for the 
Beatification of Frederick Ozanam. 
The 1997 November-December issue, Volume 41, Number 6, in-
cludes an account of the beatification of Frederick Ozanam by William 
Sheldon, C.M., the homily given by Pope John Paul II at the mass, and 
the liturgical texts for Ozanam' s feast. 
The 1999 January-February issue, Volume 43, Number 1, is dedi-
cated to an account of The Martyrs of the Vincentian Family in the 20th 
Century. This listing was compiled as part of the Great Jubilee's desire 
to create a contemporary martyrology reflecting the Church's experi-
ence during the 20th century. There are individual sections devoted to 
the Chinese, Latin American, Eastern European, Communist Era, and 
Spanish martyrs. 
The 1999 July-October issue, Volume 43, Number 4-5, contains an 
account of the Vincentian meeting held in Fatqua, Lebanon in the 
summer of 1999. This conference was devoted to exploring the theme: 
Our Apostolate in the Moslem World. One conference of historical inter-
est was devoted to St. Vincent and Islam by Yves Danjou, C.M. 
The 1999 November-December issue, Volume 43, Number 6, con-
tains an article by Antonio Orcajo, C.M., on The Jubilee in Saint Vincent's 
Thought. Also included in this issue dedicated to the Great Jubilee of 
2000 is an article by Luigi Mezzadri, C.M., entitled: Toward the Third 
Millennium. The History of the Congregation of the Mission: An Event for 
Which To Ask Forgiveness? 
Echoes of the Company: The monthly international magazine of the 
Company of the Daughters of Charity. 
The 1998 March and April issues contain a two-part article by 
Alfonsa Richartz, D.C., on The teaching of Saint Louise in the light of 
her letters to the first sisters. 
The 1998 July-August and September-October issues contain a 
two part article by Elisabeth Charpy, D.C., entitled, Servant of the Poor 
in the Seventeenth Century: Is this possible? 
The 1998 November issue contained an article by Bernard Koch, 
C.M., entitled: An Unpublished letter by a friend of St. Vincent de Paul: 
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Jean Coqueret to Madame Goussault (8 June 1633). 
The 1999 May issue contains an article by Bernard Koch, CM., 
entitled: Saint Vincent and God the Father. 
The 1999 June issue contains the first part of an article by Elizabeth 
Charpy, D.C., entitled: The vocation of a Daughter of Charity in the light 
of the teaching of St. Louise de Marillac. The 1999 July-August issue 
contains the final part of this article. 
We belong to God; let us allow Him to act. 
(Saint Vincent de Paul, 
letter to Edme Jolly, 8 November 1658) 
